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The LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
Psalm 121:8

This is the Bible verse that greets everyone as you enter campus via the main steps. It
is a reminder that God is always with us, no matter where we go. It especially applies to
this month’s newsletter featuring CMS’ graduation, and | pray that it will be a reminder
for you in your everyday life as well.

Outdoor Worship

On Sunday May 29, Salvation Lutheran Church joined up with Glorious Grace Lutheran
Church (a church from a nearby county), to have an outdoor worship service in Ji-Ji,
Taiwan. The day featured a service outdoors with Pastor John Wan of Glorious Grace
giving the message. In addition to the worship service, we traveled to a playground
area with old military equipment, a historic train station and shopping district, and a few
sites with information on Taiwan’s environment and endemic creatures.

First, this was a really neat opportunity to travel and interact with fellow church
members in a setting outside of the regular worship service. It also was an outreach
event to get some of the parents and families who don’t attend Sunday worship, to join
us for the day. This worked as there were a couple families that send children to the
Saturday Kids Camp, but do not attend worship.

Secondly, it was also good to connect with another Lutheran Church. Glorious Grace
had participated in two other activities with our church this semester. One was the
LCMS/CELC Winter Youth Camp in the end of February (see my last newsletter for
more information). A second was the CELC’s Central-Southern District gathering, held
in March at Concordia Middle School. Seeing some of the youth and adults for a third
time, helped me became more comfortable in my interactions with them. But even more
importantly, it helped the youth of the two churches interact and continue to build on
relationships that have been steadily growing over the last couple of months.
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Praise God for this opportunity for the two churches to get, | hope that it will especially
help the youth stay connected with each other. They are can encourage each other and
relate to each other in an island where less then 10% of the people are Christian.

Check out our Team Taiwan website for this video from outdoor worship. In the video,
Cherry (from Glorious Grace) leads us in singing a song to help learn the books of the

New Testament (in Chinese of course © ).

http://sites.cmsh.cyc.edu.tw/foreignenglish/video/outdoor-worship-2011

CMS Graduation

This last weekend was graduation day at Concordia Middle School.
| am always proud of my students and the hard work and dedication
they put into finishing high school, especially with the high pressure
testing that takes place here in Taiwan. | love congratulating them,
signing their yearbooks, and talking with them about what
universities they will attend and what they want to study in college.
I’'m always excited to see former students graduate and move onto
the challenges and opportunities that will come in college. This is
especially true in Taiwan, where the freedoms and new
environment of college can often help students who were interested
in Christianity explore it more. Many of them are
removed from the family pressure of ancestor
worship or local folk religion. | have heard
several stories of students who were non-
Christians in high school, but went to college and
came to faith. A great example is a former

(see Sept. 2009 newsletter).
Picture with me and Jack

The graduating

Seniors invited many
of their teachers to a
graduation dinner.
This is a picture of me
with my former
student Shirly.

student of mine named Bill, who graduated three years ago and now
comes back to CMS to lead Bible small groups for 8" grade students

(graduating Senior) Psalm 121:8 is on a sign near the front of our school, and is a

reminder to all who enter that the Lord is with them as they come
and go. As the students leave high school, | always pray that my

students will remember the love of Jesus that they learned about here at CMS. Please

help me in praying for them as well.

Another Alumwni Story

A good story about an aluni growing in faith happened this last month. | met a former
CMS student named Jackie, who | had often saw at activities sponsored by the Religion
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Department, during his time at CMS. A few weeks ago, Jackie was back on campus
helping to give information to the graduating Seniors about practical tips for transitioning
to college. Before his presentation, | had the chance to catch-up with him and he told
me that he is thinking about becoming a pastor. | was really excited for this because,
while Jackie was a Christian in high school, it is encouraging to see God put this on his
heart as he looks toward his vocation. | asked Jackie for a little more of his faith story,
and he shared with me that his father is a second generation Christian and that his
immediate family is all Christian. They attend the Quaker church here in Chia-Yi.
Jackie is not sure if God is calling him to the ministry, but he is praying about it, and |
told him that | would pray as well and ask people in America to pray with us.

Teachersy Needed

We are still looking for teachers for the elementary portion of our school. If you know
anyone who is even a little interested, please email me. I'd love to give them some
more information.

Its Provyer Time

1. Pray for God to raise up more teachers to teach at CELA in the fall.

2. Pray for all of the students who will be leaving CMS this year. Pray they will
continue to learn about God.

3. Pray for Jackie as he considers being a pastor.

4. Pray for the youth of the China Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC), that they
would continue to be strengthened in faith and relationships formed at the church
activities would be maintained.

God bless,

Mark

Email: mark.wolfram@I|cms.org
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