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Back in the US 

It’s good to be back in the United States of America, and to celebrate our country’s independence and 

freedoms.  I made it back stateside on Saturday June 25, after a long but uneventful trip.  When I 

come back, I am often asked how long the trip takes.  Well, I timed it out from the moment I stepped 

out of my door in Taiwan to the time I arrived at my parents house in Des Moines, totally travel time 

was just under 28 hours.  I know have already seen some of you, and will be seeing more of you 

during my time in the US.  I look forward to that.   

For my June newsletter, I would like to share with you the following article I wrote a few weeks ago for 

the Asia Ablaze Newsletter.  It focuses on how Concordia Middle School shared God’s love in support 

of the LCMS school in Joplin, Missouri.  A team of teachers over in Taiwan worked together with 

students and faculty at the school to lend a helping hand for their fellow Christians here in America.  I 

specifically helped by having my 10th grade students write letters, and by coordinating the financial 

gifts with CMS’ principal, dean of the Religion Department, and fellow missionary Beka House.   

CMS Helps Christians in Joplin, MO 

On May 22nd , a powerful tornado ripped through Joplin, Missouri 

and devastated the community, including Martin Luther School.  

On hearing about the disaster, the administrators and students of 

Concordia Middle School (CMS) and Concordia English Language 

Academy (CELA) in Chia-Yi Taiwan, worked to give back and help 

their fellow Lutheran educators and students.   

Students and teachers throughout the school prayed for the people 

of Joplin, especially those from Martin Luther School.  Several 

classes, decided to write letters of encouragement to families 

who lost houses, property, and friends.  At CELA, over a 160 

students in grades 3-6 took time in their classes make cards and 

letters to help encourage the people.   

At CMS, 30 tenth grade students practiced their English and became educated on the situation 

through reading a news article on the disaster.  They then proceeded to write letters of 

encouragement for the people at Martin Luther School.  When asked about the situation in Joplin, 

tenth grader Rita Chen reflected, “I think it’s miserable, and I feel sorry for them.  I hope they can get 
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the help they need.”  When asked about writing the letters, she went on to say, “I think it’s a great 

honor that I can actually help them, to give them comfort.” 

Finally, Concordia Middle School also offered financial support to help get the people of Joplin back 

on their feet.  On June 8, Rick Hong, Dean of the CMS Religion Department 

presented $1,000 (US) on behalf of CMS to be used to help the people of Martin 

Luther School.  Taiwan GEO missionary Rebekah House will work with Martin 

Luther Principal Jeremy Schamber to use that money to buy gift cards and to get 

those gift cards and letters of encouragement to families in need. 

Praise God for the willingness of the CMS and CELA students and 

administrators to support the people of Joplin.  Please continue to pray for the 

people of Joplin as they recover from this horrible incident.  May God comfort 

them, heal them, and work through this terrible event to bring more people 

closer to Jesus. 

Teachers Needed 

We are still looking for teachers for the elementary portion of our school.  If you know anyone who is 

even a little interested, please email me.  I’d love to give them some more information. 

It’s Prayer Time 

1. Praise God for the time to relax, recharge, and meet with family, friends, and supporters.  

2. Pray for all of the students who will be leaving CMS this year.  Pray they will continue to learn 

about God. 

3. Pray for Salvation Lutheran Church summer activities.  The church will be continuing a Friday 

evening summer program in the month of July.  This will be led by Ben and Amy Riley, and 

Pastor Alex.  Pray also for the continued youth activities and the summer youth camp that will 

be led by the China Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC). 

4. Pray for God to raise up more American elementary teachers to come to our school. 

I have seen some of you already and look forward to seeing more of you in the coming weeks. 
 

God’s peace,  
 

Mark 
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